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Madam Lou Bunch Day delights audience
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PHOTOS BY DAVE GIBSON
Let the good times roll
Top, left; Gliding down Main Street. Top, right; The Mayor is caught in bed with
another woman. Bottom, right; The Backroom Cabaret provided the tastefully risqué
entertainment. Bottom, left, from left to right; Blake Boulter, Maclaine Drysdale, and
Austin Boulter scorched the competition in the Bed Races. Middle, left; Great music
filled the gaps between performances.
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47th Annual get-together

audience
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PHOTOS BY DAVE GIBSON

Top, left; Jimmy Lewis leads his band on guitar. Top, right; Full speed ahead!
Bottom, left; Dancing in unison. Middle, left; Locals get friendly during the

parade.

Dave Gibson
Central City

Founded at the height of the
Colorado Gold Rush in 1859, Central
City was once referred to as “The
Richest Square Mile on Earth” and
was one of the staples of the state’s
growing economy.

Hoping to get rich quick, thousands
of fortune seekers from around the
country poured into the area. Most
were young men that outnumbered
women by a 3 to 1 ratio. The influx
of population created a need for
services including those provided by
Madam Lou Bunch and her sporting
house girls in the red-light district at
the end of Pine Street.

The most successful madam in
town, Lou Bunch was a philanthropist
as well, supporting local causes
whenever she could. Perhaps this
was to remain in good stead with
officials that secretly frequented her
brothels, turning a blind eye to her
illicit business.

When a tuberculosis epidemic
hit town in the late 1800s, Bunch
temporarily ceased operations and
opened her doors to the sick as a
makeshift hospital and hospice. Her
noble efforts made her a heroine and
are credited with nursing the city
back to health.

More than 120 years later, Central
City still honors Lou Bunch in the
form of Madam Lou Bunch Day. For
the 47th time, the refreshingly bawdy
assemblage entertained attendees
with a wink and a smile.

The Jimmy Lewis Band kicked

things off at noon with catchy
numbers like Kansas City, Route
66, The South’s Gonna Do It Again,
and more event-appropriate songs
like Hot Legs, and Shake Your
Moneymaker .

Wearing a miner’s helmet and
steampunk goggles, Eric Chin
added comic relief on his ukulele.
The  Backroom  Cabaret and
Belvidere Players made it lively
with three presentations interspersed
throughout the day. Glen Miller’s In
the Mood and Peggy Lee’s Fever
set a passionate tone and the jaunty
can-can with its Moulin Rouge leg
kicks and ruffled petticoats was
enthusiastically presented.

Keeping things rolling, the marquee
event Bed Races commenced at 3
p.m. Teams of three consisting of a
man and a woman sitting on a brass
bed on wheels with the other man
pushing were required to make their
way down Main Street and round a
barrel. The bed pusher’s nightshirt
was then fitted to the male rider as
they switched places. Pushing the
bed up the steep incline to the finish
line proved too difficult for one team
that stalled halfway home. Others
zigzagged out of control costing
them precious time.

In the end it was the Dostal Alley
team that took first place with a light
female passenger and two young
strapping Central City Boulter boys.
Their time of one minute, three
seconds, was 17 seconds ahead of the
Madam Violet of Lee Mansion team

Continued on page 13



PHOTOS BY DAVE GIBSON
In Lou Bunch’s honor
Top, left; Fun for men and women. Top, right; More music. Bottom; Maverick
Gaming finished in the middle of the pack. Middle, left; Sporting House Girl
Sierra Rodd strikes a dignified pose. Middle; There was some beefcake
amongst the cheesecake.

Continued from page 12 simply means the slowest. The top

three madams, sporting house girls,
that eked out second place by one and dandy Dans were later named at
second over Easy Street Casino. the Madam & Miners Ball.

Special awards were handed out  For more fun photos and event
for Best Costume, Youngest in Bed, information check out https://www.
Oldest in Bed, and the dreaded Worst  facebook.com/madamloubunchday/
in Bed, which despite how it sounds,

(Gilpin County has Covid-19 testing available at 100 Chase St., the\
parking lot for the Z Casino, every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
You can sign up ttps://www.primarybio.com/l/cdphe. Please pre-regis-
ter prior to arrival. All Coloradans are eligible to receive a vaccine and
doses are now widely available from a variety of providers, including
most retail pharmacies and many primary care providers, with no ap-
pointment needed. Find out more here: https://covid19.colorado.gov/

Q/accine/where—you—can—get—vaccinated. Y,
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Live Music & Events

Sun.8/1  Gregg Green - 4pm
Fri.8/6  Grand Ole Opry - 5pm

Sat.8/7 )| Fraser- 5pm SUMMER HOURS:
Sun.8/8  Richard Shine - 4pm T, W, Th - 3pm to 9pm
Fri. 8/13  KARAOKE - 6pm Fri, Sat. - 1lam to 10pm
Sat.8/14  Kenny Swagger-Spm | Sun - 11am to 9pm .

Sun.8/15 Lee & Gary - 4pm

Fri.8/20  Nikki Z. - 5pm

Sat. 8/21  Chris Koltak - 5pm Check our Facebook page
Sun.8/22 Richard Shine - 4pm for daily specials!
Fri.8/27  KARAOKE - 6pm

Sat.8/28  Rick Lobato & Chuck - 5pm

Sun.8/29 Jonathan Browning - 4pm

Deck is open!! Dogs are welcome:-)

LAST STAND TAVERN
32138 HWY 72, GOLDEN, CO 303-642-3180
WWW.LASTSTANDTAVERN.COM OR FACEBOOK




